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Editors’ note

It is always a privilege to be the graduate student editors of the
Cincinnati Romance Review. This year, however, i1s particularly rewarding
because of the special edition we are presenting. A fter the participation of
French writer Jean Rouaud at the 2002 Cinetnnati Conference on Romance
Languages and Literatures, we were honored to reeetve an unpublished
essay that he wrote exclusively for this edition. To commemorate his
presence at the Conference and his suceess in the literary world, we have
cbosen to publish the papers presented at the conference about his work.
Thus, we dedicate a special section to highlight the importance of Rouaud’s
eontributions. In addition, this year we are able to represent not only the
best presentations made at the Conference, but also the stimulating year
that we had in our academic life. The remaining articles in this edition were
chosen according to the well-argued presentations of their innovative ideas.
The originality of their themes helps reinforce our efforts to promote thought-
provoking discussions on literature.

As always, this journal would not be possiblc without the help and
guidance of others. We would like to thank our exccutive editor, Dr. Connie
Scarborough, for her continuing leadership. Her expertise is invaluable. Of
course, neither the Conference nor the Review would be possible without
the support from our head of the Department of Romance Languages and
Literatures, Dr. Lowanne Jones, as well as from the McMicken College of
Arts and Sciences. Likewise, the profcssors from the department should
be recognized for their dedicated supervision and advice; special thanks
go to Professors Sanford Ames, Carlos Gutiérrez, Maria Paz Moreno,
and Armando Romero. Our junior colleagues Shana Garfield (Assistant
Editor, French), Fanny Cavion, and Noris Rodriguez contributed their
experience and time. From outside the department, we would like to
acknowledge the essential role ofthe Editonal Board in the delicate process
of selecting the articles. We owe a large thanks to those professors who
participated in this demanding task that ultimately rcsults in the fine quality
of'this edition.

Finally, none of this would be possible without the participants of the
Conference and their submissions. To them we offer our sincere gratitude
for giving us Lthis enriching experience.

Carmela Mattza
Whitney Cammack
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